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From the Tributary System to the Construction of a Community with a
Shared Future: The Reconstruction of China’s Regional Order

WANG Junsheng

(National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academic of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract: China’s concept and practice of regional order has experienced changes from the tributary system, the colonial system
and the treaty system. The concept and practice on regional order of contemporary China are deeply influenced by history.
China’s strength foundation for promoting regional order rebuilding has undergone U-shaped changes from prosperity to decline
and then to prosperity again. However, China’s concept and practice of regional order have not simply repeated, but realized the
inheritance and development. Inherited aspects include: geostrategic focus lies in China’s surrounding areas, peaceful settlement
of differences, non-interference in other countries’ internal affairs, and overall planning of the relationship between strength and
system. The changes lie in that the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation has moved from Asia to the world geographically, from
overlooking the world to treating the world equally, from being closed and arrogant to being inclusive and open. At present,
China is committed to promoting the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind. While continuing to develop
its strength, China should especially win the recognition and support from the international community, and continue to maintain
an attitude of equality, modesty, openness and inclusiveness.

Key words: Chinese regional order viewpoint; regional order; hundred-year reconstruction; a community with a shared future for

mankind; treat each other as equals
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